THIS IS
CHRIST COLLEGE
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INTRODUCTION
Christ College has been around for a long time – since
1873. We have occupied different sites and we have been
called by different names. But one thing has remained the
same – we exist to train leaders for God’s church. It’s not
up to us to choose how God will reach his world. He has
chosen to do it through his church. Our primary focus is
therefore to train our students to exercise faithful ministry
in God’s church. The requirements for this are similar all
over the world, whether in an inner-city church plant, a
well-established congregation in a rural setting, a church
that ministers to a particular language group, or a church
in an overseas mission setting.
Our churches engage in ministries of teaching and
preaching, evangelism, prayer, pastoral care, discipleship,
leadership, management and administration (to name
a few). As we prepare people to serve in these ways, it
is not enough just to train them to perform functions.
Christian leaders need a holistic education. They require
the knowledge of God and his word, emotional strength,
performative skills, Christ-like character, and a love for God
and his church.
These are issues that cannot be ignored. How does a
theological college engender these qualities? How do we
encourage our students to grow in their love for God while
they deepen their knowledge of him? How do we help
them to grow in emotional resilience? Jesus put it like this:
“And you shall love the Lord your God will all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength” (Mark 12:30 ESV).

1

We need faithful leaders to equip God's people to be salt
and light in this rapidly changing society. Our world has
changed since we first began in 1873. No longer is the
church a respected institution, and those who profess
Christ are often viewed as bigoted and narrow-minded.
The Internet has changed how we obtain and process
information. Students today learn very differently from how
their parents learnt. God's people need to be ambassadors
for Christ, not just for church-based ministry, but for what
happens in all of life. Those in our congregations also need
to know what it looks like to be a faithful worker, a faithful
family member, a faithful member of their community.
This booklet is about Christ College’s Vision, Mission
& Commitments. The Faculty, in conjunction with the
Presbyterian Theological Centre Committee, have sought
to articulate what we seek to focus on in training leaders
for God’s church.
We ask that you support us in this important role of
ensuring faithful leadership in future generations. Please
pray for us, take an interest in what we are doing, and
support the work of the college.

Principal
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MISSION
Our mission is to glorify God by preparing leaders
for God’s church and its gospel-centred mission in
the world, enabling God’s people to live for Christ
in all of life. To this end, Christ College:

VISION

1. Forms and equips effective pastoral leaders for
God’s church who lead in God’s mission, preach
God’s Word, and care for God’s people so they grow
to maturity in Christ;

Our vision is to see growth
in Christ-centred leadership
for God’s church to God’s
world, within the next
generation.

2. Forms faithful Christian leaders for God’s world
who bear witness to Christ as they engage with and
serve the world, wherever God has called them;
3. Provides thought leadership for the church, the
theological academy, and the public square to
advance God’s mission.
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COMMITMENTS
WE SEEK TO DO
ALL THE ABOVE
IN LINE WITH OUR
COMMITMENTS TO:

1.

GOD’S MISSION
Christ College is committed to
equipping and strengthening
men and women to participate
in God’s mission to his glory. This
mission, always in dependence
on God, is firstly to call people to
God by the gospel, and secondly
to see them matured to serve
God both in the church and in
the world. We are dedicated to
the centrality of ministry of the
Word and prayer in the life and
mission of the church, and to
God’s call for his people to live for
Christ in all of life.
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2.

CHRIST-CENTRED
REFORMED THEOLOGY
Christ College is committed to the Bible-based, Christcentred theology laid out in the Westminster Confession
of Faith, read in the light of the Declaratory Statement of
the Presbyterian Church of Australia. This theology affirms
the authority of God’s Word in Scripture, the sovereignty
of God in creation, providence and salvation, the centrality
of the gospel of Christ’s death and resurrection, and the
significance of God’s church in his worldwide mission.
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4.

CHRIST-CENTRED
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
Christ College is committed to providing Christ-centred
leadership for God’s church to God’s world, through the
development and training of faculty and staff, pastoral
leaders, and Christian leaders for God’s world.

FACULTY AND STAFF
Christ College is committed to recruiting and developing
Faculty and Staff who provide outstanding Christian
leadership in their areas of expertise.

3.

GOD’S CHURCH E S P E C I A L LY
THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN NSW

They contribute to God’s mission according to their
particular gifts and assignments as:
•

Christ College is committed to forming pastoral leaders for
God’s church, gospel workers for a range of mission ventures
in all the world, and faithful Christian leaders equipped to
serve the Lord wherever he calls them. We rejoice in being
part of God’s ages-long and world-wide church. In particular,
as the theological college of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia in New South Wales, Christ College is dedicated
to advancing God’s mission by providing pastoral leaders –
ministers, elders and other male and female workers – for
that church.

7

teachers whose ministry in and out of the classroom
forms the next generation of Christ-centred and Christlike pastoral leaders for God’s church;
preachers who proclaim God’s grace in Christ in ways
that strengthen, equip and transform God’s church;
pastors who personally care for students and their
families, discipling them towards maturity in Christ;
researchers who enrich the Church’s understanding
of God and his world, and who assert, maintain and
defend biblical truth in publications that strengthen
the church, equip its leaders, encourage its members,
and advance God’s mission in the world; and
administrators who manage and enhance the College’s
programs and material resources.

•
•
•

•
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EFFECTIVE PASTORAL LEADERS

5.

Christ College is committed to forming effective pastoral
leaders for God’s church and its mission in the world.
Effective pastoral leaders are ministers and elders who, in
the power of the Holy Spirit:
•
•
•
•
•
•

know God in Christ;
love God in Christ;
know themselves in Christ;
preach and teach Christ from the Scriptures;
lead God’s church under Christ; and
care for people like Christ.

Christ College is committed to providing transformative,
applied theological education for adult learners.

They contribute to God’s mission as pastoral leaders in
reformed and evangelical churches, and as Christian
gospel workers in a range of para-church and mission
organisations in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, and
the wider world.
They make an impact by strengthening existing churches,
revitalising struggling churches, and planting new churches
that are grounded in God’s Word, centred on the gospel of
Christ, characterised by Christian love, and effective in their
witness in the world.

FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN LEADERS
Christ College is committed to forming faithful Christian
leaders for God’s world. Faithful Christian leaders are those
who, in the power of the Holy Spirit:
•
•
•
•
•
•

T R A N S F O R M AT I V E
AND APPLIED
T H E O L O G I C A L E D UC AT I O N
F O R A DU LT L E A R N E R S

know God in Christ;
love God in Christ;
know themselves in Christ;
bear witness to Christ in word and deed;
serve God’s church and world under Christ; and
care for people like Christ.

TRANSFORMATIVE
We are committed to providing theological education that
prayerfully applies God’s Word to students and so enables
them, by the work of God’s Spirit, to grow towards maturity
in Christ.

APPLIED
We are committed to programs that provide students with
a robust academic education in the classic theological
disciplines of biblical, systematic and practical theology. We
are also dedicated in providing them the ability and capacity
to integrate these disciplines, so that they effectively apply
their knowledge and skills in the work to which God has
called them.

ADULT LEARNING IN COMMUNITY

They contribute to God’s mission as leaders in the public
square, in their professions, business, industry, trades, the
arts, and home. They make an impact by faithfully serving
Christ in the good works to which he has called them,
bearing witness to him in word and deed, and effecting
change that honours God and blesses others.
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We are committed to fostering a collaborative approach
to teaching and learning, recognising that adults start
their formal theological education with prior knowledge,
skills, and abilities. We are dedicated to building upon the
expertise and experience that adult learners bring to their
education. We recognise that the richest teaching and
learning occurs in community, and when it is applied to the
realities of Christian life and ministry.
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6.

7.

R E S P E C T F O R I N DI V I DUA L
DIGNITY AND DIVERSITY

FA I T H F U L
S T E WA R D S H I P

Christ College is committed to training every student
for the particular calling God has on their life. We
rejoice that all people are made in God’s image, and
that those who belong to Christ are being remade
in that image by the work of God’s Spirit. We delight
in the diversity of our student body made up of men
and women from a wide range of ethnic and cultural
backgrounds, and at all ages, and recognise the
particular seasons and circumstances of life in which
they study. We also acknowledge and uphold the
complementary way in which men and women serve
together in the church and family.

Christ College is committed to reviewing every
aspect of the College regularly, in order to embrace
best practice in theological education. We
recognise that God calls his people to manage the
people and resources he trusts to their care wisely.
We are dedicated to developing the College’s
faculty and staff continually, as well as making the
best use of the College’s resources, including our
programs, library, and infrastructure, in order to
advance the College’s mission.
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FIND OUT
MORE ABOUT
CHRIST COLLEGE
www.christcollege.edu.au

contact@christcollege.edu.au

christcollegesydney

christcollegesydney

christcollegesydney

christcollegesydney

christcollegesydney
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Christ for all of life

C HRI ST COLLE G E IS A M INISTRY
O F T H E PRE SB YT ER IAN CHUR CH
O F AUST RALI A I N THE STATE O F
N EW SOUT H WALES.
A B N 6 8 5 24 6 8 09 03

C H RI S T CO L L EG E I S A N
A F F I L I ATED CO L L EG E O F
TH E AU S TRA L I A N CO L L EG E
O F TH EO L OG Y
C RI CO S : 02 6 5 0E

